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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-8, 10-16, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Lemaguet. 

Claim 1, 10: A video code processing method, comprising: 

(a) providing a first original bit stream including a video code which is a digitized video 

signal; (See Lemaguet figure 5) 

(b) generating a second original bit stream at a first timing by delaying said first original 

bit stream by a specific time interval; (See Lemaguet figure 5 item 57) 

(c) generating a converted bit stream at a second timing, said first original bit stream 

being code converted into said converted bit stream; and (See figure 5 items 51- 
54) 

(d) switching between said second original bit stream and said converted bit stream to 

output, and wherein said specific time interval is adjusted such that said first 
timing is substantially equal to said second timing. (See figure 5 item 58 as well 
as column 2 lines 40-53) 

Claim 2, 1 1 : A video code processing method according to Claim 1 , wherein said specific time 
interval is adjusted such that continuous moving pictures corresponding to said first 
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original bit stream can be obtained even when said (d) is performed in a course of said 
second original bit stream and said converted bit stream. (See column 4 lines 17-32) 



Claim 3, 12: A video code processing method according to Claim 1, wherein each of said second 
original bit stream and said converted bit stream has a plurality of frames, and wherein 
said (d) includes switching between said second original bit stream and said converted bit 
stream at a switching point corresponding to a start position or end position of one of said 
plurality of frames of said second original bit stream and said converted bit stream. (See 
column 2 lines 14-26 as well as 40-54) 

Claim 4, 13: A video code processing method according to Claim 1, wherein said first timing is 
determined by monitoring said second timing and controlling said specific time interval 
based on the monitoring result. (See column 4 lines 5-32) 



Claim 5, 14: A video code processing method according to Claim 1, wherein said first timing is 
determined by monitoring said first and second timings and controlling said specific time 
interval based on the monitoring result. (See Column 2 line 54 through column 3 line 55) 

Claim 6,15. A video code processing method according to Claim 5, wherein said first timing is 

determined by monitoring said first and second timings and performing feedback control 
on said specific time interval such that a difference between said first and second timings 
is reduced based on the monitoring result. (See figure 5 item 56) 

Claim 7,16: A video code processing method according to Claim 1, wherein said (d) includes 
switching between said second original bit stream and said converted bit stream at a 
switching point detected in accordance with a bit stream structure of an encoded picture 
of said first original bit stream. (See figure 5 item 58, as well as column 2 lines 47-58) 
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Claim 8, 16: A video code processing method according to Claim 7, wherein said switching point 
is detected In accordance with a bit stream structure of an encoded picture of said first 
original bit stream such that continuous moving pictures corresponding to said first 
original bit stream can be obtained without a disturbance in said continuous moving 
pictures. (See column 1 lines 50-63) 

Claim 18, 19: A video code processing apparatus according to Claim 10/13, wherein said buffer 
section and said transcoding section and said switching section are included in a single 
unit. (See Figure 1 item 1 1 , figure 5 is what's inside item 1 1 . Never the less to make 
integral is not patentable.) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 9, 17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over *^ve^c^^uc^- 

Claim 9, 17. A video code processing method according to Claim 1, further comprising: (f) 

inputting a switch command at a third timing, and wherein each of said second original bit 
stream and said converted bit stream corresponds to MPEG (Moving Picture Experts 
Group) 2 type and has a plurality of GOPs (Group of Picture), each of said plurality of 
GOPs including an Intra-Picture (I Picture), a Predictive-Picture (P picture) and a Bi- 
directionally predictive-Picture (B picture), and wherein said (d) includes switching 
between said second original bit stream and said converted bit stream at a switching 
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point corresponding to a lead position of one of said plurality of GOPs which is on said 
third timing or the closest to said third timing after said third timing. (See column 1 lines 
10-1 1 as well as column 2 line 45-55, while Lemaguet does not specifically teach that his 
switching is done at the start of a GOP, he does teach that he switches at critical times. 
At the time the invention was made, it was well known in the art that in order to maintain 
a consistent image stream, the switching between bitrates should be done at the 
beginning of a GOP since each P and B frame depends from the corresponding I frame 
in that particular GOP, to switch after the start code or lead position would effectively 
break up the GOP. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art, to switch bitstreams at the lead point of a GOP, motivated by the above reasons in 
addition to the teaching of Lemaguet that the switching should be done at a critical point 
and the fact that he sets his timing at the start code, see column 2 line 54.) 

Claim 20: A video code processing apparatus according to Claim 17, wherein said buffer section 
and said transcoding section and said switching section are included in a single unit. 
(See Figure 1 item 1 1 , figure 5 is what's inside item 1 1 . Never the less to make integral 
is not patentable.) 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Charles E Parsons whose telephone number is 703-305-3862. The examiner can normally 
be reached on M-TH 7AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Chris Kelley can be reached on 703-305-4856. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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